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Hello Friends, 
__ here's how to make sure 
you don’t.miss any copies 
of Farthing Wood Friends! 


GETTING YOUR COPIES 
Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 

(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 

We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


Simply write to: Farthing Wood Subscriptions, 

PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4TJ or 

telephone 01424 755755. 

You may order as many copies as you like but we suggest 
a minimum of 12 parts. Please include payment with your 
order and be sure to state the part number of the first copy 
you want. You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit 


card. at panic! 


If you haven't got 0 
all your copies of 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Videos are available with parts 
1, 5 and every fourth part after that. Each 
part with a video costs £5.95 (£2.95 for part 1). 
Whether you’re getting your copies from 
your newsagent or having them sent direct to 

your home, please be sure to state whether you want 
video or non-video versions of these parts when ordering. 


You can calculate the amount to pay for your subscription by 
multiplying the cover price by the number of parts required: for 
example 12 parts without the video x £1.20 will cost £14.40, or 
12 parts with video (3 video parts at £5.95 and 9 non-video parts 
at £1.20) will cost £28.65. You can also order back numbers from 
the above address. Postage and packing are free. 


OVERSEAS 

Subscriptions are available in Australia. Either telephone (03) 872 
4000 or write to: Farthing Wood Friends, MC Box 460, Eastern Mail 
Centre, VIC 3110 enclosing a cheque/money order for the cover 
price x the number of parts you wish to subscribe to (minimum 12 
parts $47.40 without videos or $74.40 with videos every fourth 
part). 

KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 

You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies in. Each box holds 
26 copies and costs £5.95. Just ask a grown up to write to the 
above address, stating the number of Tidy Boxes you want and 
enclosing the payment. Postage and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY 
You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. Cheques or 
postal orders should be payable to Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. If 
paying by credit card, be sure to state the cardholder's name, 
type of card (Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You 
can phone your order on 01424 755755. 


Customer enquiries: 01424 755755 
Trade enquiries: 0171 581 1371 i 
Editorial and distribution offices 
Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 

7 Cromwell Road, London SW7 2HR 
Editor; Sarah Pendlebury 
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Owl was still covered in rock-hard cement 
and sat motionless on the beech tree. Hollow 
was at a loss over what to do. As he watched, 
a group of birds began to gather round. 


“T’ve tried feeding her,” continued Hollow, “but 
my beak’s too short. I can’t get the worms into 
her. She’s shrinking away to nothing.” “Let me 
try,” cried a woodpecker, poking his head out 
of a hole in the tree. 


Owl was horrified at all the attention she was 
getting. “I’m not hungry,” she moaned, weakly. 
Hollow was concerned. “Eat up, dearest one,” 
he begged her, “you can’t be my mate if you 
die of starvation, wot!” 


“Please, fellow flappers,” he implored, “my new 
mate.. she’s dying, imprisoned inside cement. 
Dying! What can I do, wot?” The other birds 
looked at him sadly and cawed in sympathy. 


A robin farther up the branch had already 
caught a worm but he didn’t want to give it to 
the woodpecker. “Let him get his own worms,” 
he snapped. But it was too late, the woodpecker 
had started to tug the worm out of his beak. 


/ 


{ 
{ 


The woodpecker flew over to Owl and pushed 
the long worm through the tiny concrete hole 
where her beak used to be. The worm moved 
and Hollow became excited. But the robin 
was scornful. “It’s just wriggling,” he said. 


Saddened by Owl’s words, the birds fell into 
a gloomy silence. How would Owl ever get 
out of her concrete overcoat? A few moments 
later, though, the robin had an idea. 


Suddenly a female owl landed on the branch 
behind Hollow. Shocked by the appearance of 
a rival mate, Owl sucked up the worm into her 
mouth. “She ate it! Did you see?” cried Hollow, 
gleefully, not realizing what had happened. 


“You little ruffian!” exclaimed a rook, annoyed 
at the way the robin was behaving. “I’m only 
stating the obvious,” the robin replied. “She’s 
more than half dead.” “Yes, you’re right, I 
am,” whispered Owl, sadly. 


Hollow was horrified. “The fall will kill her,” 
he exclaimed. But the female owl thought it 
was a good idea and the woodpecker could 
see no alternative. “It might just work,” he 
said to Hollow, encouragingly. 


Hollow turned round to see a pretty female 

owl looking at him coyly. “You are the most 
attractive owl I have ever seen,” he spluttered, 
taken aback. “Your silhouette before the waning 
moon must be a sight to see!” 


“I don’t know what you’re making all this fuss 
for, fellow flapper,” piped up the robin, looking 
round at the new arrival. “Why don’t you just 
take another mate? What about her, there, 
behind you?” 


“I know,” he piped up, “why don’t we just 
shove her off the branch? The cement will 
break when she hits the ground and out she'll 
come. You need a robin for ideas like that!” 


So Hollow agreed to the plan. “My dearest 
Owl, I love you,” he whispered as the birds 
lined up one by one ready to charge. “I’ve a 
funny feeling that something horrible is 
about to happen,” replied Owl. 


One after another the birds hurled themselves 
at Owl. She began to wobble dangerously from 
side to side. Hollow couldn’t bear it any longer. 
He begged them to stop but it was too late. 


Owl was very touched by Hollow’s loyalty 
but she felt that the situation was hopeless, 
“No, leave me,” she murmured. “Fly away 
with her. Forget about me.” 


The female ow! fluttered her eyelashes. But 
then Hollow continued, “But this tatty old 
owl, buried inside cement, it is she that I 
love.” “Please yourself,” sniffed the female owl. 


Owl hurtled to the ground and landed next 

to a garden ornament — another concrete owl! 
Hollow flew down to see if the plan had worked, 
but the concrete hadn’t even cracked. 


Next week: Silly games. 


All About... 


We flamingos have very remarkable bills. 
The lower part is larger and deeper than 
the upper part, which acts like a lid. The 
inside edges of our bills are lined with 
rows of fine, comb-like horny plates called 
lamellae. They work like a sieve, filtering 
out water but keeping in food. When we 
| are hungry, we dip our long necks into the 
water, turning our bills upside down. We 
take in both water and small animals at 
the same time. Then we use our tongues 
to push the water out. Thankfully, not all 
| types of flamingo eat the same food. Us 
Lesser flamingos feed at the water’s 
surface, sifting out algae and plankton, 
but Greater flamingos, like this one, find 
small shrimps and other shellfish in the 
mud below. So we are quite happy to feed 
alongside each other, looking for food at 
different levels in the water. 


6¢Hello there! Lesser flamingo here.-(’m 
one of those bright pink birds with long, 
thin legs that you sometimes see at the zoo 
or in a wildlife park. In the wild, we flamingos live 
in the warmer parts of the world, such as Africa, 
India, the West Indies and South America. Some of 
us also make our home in the Mediterranean regions 
of France and Spain. We flamingos are wading birds 
and our closest relatives are storks and geese. We 
aster in large flocks around the edges of shallow 
salt (or soda) lakes or lagoons 


When flamingos are about 


which are rich in the tiny to take off, they raise their 
long necks and call out 

: water creatures and plants noisily. Then, with flapping 
Z we like to eat. From 4 wings, they face into the 

, a lar ; wind and break into a short 
distance ge flock of us | run. This launches them 

flamingos can look like a into the air, their long necks 

shimmering pink haze on the | outstretched and their legs 


trailing behind them. Large 
| flocks travel long distances, 
usually in search of a good 
breeding or feeding site. Flamingos 
are perhaps even more beautiful in the air than 


water's surface.99 


on the ground. Their opened pink wings make a 
dazzling display, showing the black edges which 
are hardly ever seen when their wings are folded. 


My cousin, Greater flamingo, is the 
largest member of our family. He 
grows up to 145cm tall! He looks 
very much like me but his bill is 
darker and curves more than mine. 
His neck is also a little shorter and 
thicker. He lives with me in Africa, but 
you'll also find him in parts of Europe, 
central Asia, the Caribbean, Mexico 
and on the Galapagos Islands. Like 
all flamingos, he has long, slender 
legs, which allow him to wade 
through fairly deep water. He often 
stands on one leg to rest, drawing 
the other one up into his body. He 
can even sleep like this, balanced 

on one leg with his head and neck 
laid across his back feathers. He 

has webbed feet and can swim in 
water that is too deep for wading. 


PERFECT CONDITIONS 

Although fairly large populations of Greater and Lesser 
flamingos still exist around the world, these birds do not 
always have an easy time breeding. If the water levels in 
the lake are too high or low, they cannot build their mud 
nests, and even if they do manage to build a nest, there 
is the danger that the water level might rise and the nest 
will be flooded. Flamingos are also nervous birds and 
panic easily, so the noise of a low-flying aeroplane over 
a nesting colony can spoil their breeding chances, too. 
But it is not only low breeding rates that threaten the 
flamingo population. Many birds are hunted for their 
beautiful feathers. Colonies of Greater flamingos from 
the Caribbean used to visit southern Florida in the United 
States, but because of hunting, are rarely seen today. 


All About... 


Life in a colony 


¢6We flamingos always live in flocks, 
but when it is time to breed, we gather 
together in our thousands to form 
huge colonies. Usually we nest once a 
year - a noisy, excited crowd of birds 
spread along the shore of a lake.99 


Soda lakes are hot and unpleasant places 

so not many animals can survive there. This 
means that flamingos have only a few enemies 
to worry about. In Africa, for example, they 
have to watch out for hyenas, fish eagles and 
marabou storks. The birds use their keen 
eyesight to keep a lookout and if threatened, 


take to the air quickly, honking loudly. Bae) prance hainengies Dulce 


a mud nest about half a metre 
high, using their bills as tools. 
The nests have a flat top with 
just enough room for the adult 
to sit on and are spaced so 

that they are out of reach of 
neighbouring pairs of birds. A 
single chalky-white egg is laid 
which the parents guard, turning 
it around with their bill.and feet 


from time.to time. When the 
\ : down-covered chick is born, both 
mY _ parents look after it. One stays 


‘ ~ withthe chick while the other - at 
< searches for food. By listening <<" 
out for thecal of their young, 
» flamingo’parents can find their 

to the nesi-quite easily ~~ 
h jay_be-tens‘of 


Rousands of birds in one colony. “7 _ 


In Africa’s Great Rift Valley, thousands of 
Greater and Lesser flamingos gather together 
to nest around the edges of large soda lakes. ~~ 
When the birds are ready to breed, they parade 

up and down, calling noisily. Then they perform 
a kind of dance, stretching their long necks up 
into the air and turning their heads from side 

to side while marching in step like an army. 

These displays probably help each bird to 

select a mate. 


‘eb a Reena 


a = 2 x = 
het it hatches, the young fla anes apy 
' straight bill and cannot feeditself. So, its. _ 
~ parents produce a kind of milk from the food 
} they’ve already eaten, ‘specially for their young: 
= Becati$e flamingos feed on pink-coloured 
___ shrimps and. algae, this ‘milk’ is usually req, 
ra SS), The Patent bird brings the liquid back up intp 
a "Sits throat, then:dribbles it into the bill of the 
4 In time, the chick’s bill grows 
pe and it starts to feed itgei¢ 


ait 


~ As they grow, the flamingo chicks leave their 


mud nests and gather together in nursery 
groups or créches. They are ready to feed 
themselves now. Sometimes, however, the 
water around the nesting site will have dried 
out. If this happens, the adult birds will guide 
the young flamingos over the hot, dry bed of 
thelake to a wetter spot. Sometimes the new 
_ feeding place can be quite far away and not 
all the chicks manage to survive the journey, 
which can last-for severalidays» ” 
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Go underground with Mole, Badger 
and Hare this week. What's the 
funniest joke you know? Send it 

to me and make me laugh! 

Joan 


WHERE DO TOADSTOOLS COME FROM? 
One day Toad was walking through the 
wood. Soon an idea struck him. 


“I've got it,” said Toad, “PI'chop down 
a tree and make a stool. I'll call it a 
toadstool.” 


None .of the other animals could sit on 
it, so Toad had to make a smaller one. 
Then Fox and Vixen sat on it. 


Everybody was happy with Toad. 


7-YEAR-OLD SARAH JANE O'NEILL 
SENT IN THIS STORY. 


Man: How’s the little lad 
who swallowed the £1 
coin? 


“pleaje wi, 
ah abueyo on ooh 


Rachel Clark, aged 9 


CENTENARY CELEBRATION 


| now have 100 Farthing mags, 
I think they’re really great, 
| hope there will be 100 more, 
To read when I’m up late. 


| now know Badger, Fox and Mole, 
| feel that they know me, 

Toad, Weasel, Owl and Hare — 

I'd like them home for tea. 

{ Debbie Fearnley, aged g 
I’ve made a Farthing Wood Club, 
And now my name is Fox, 

And all the gifts | have from you, 
Are kept up in a box. 


Lucy Ann Williams, aged 7 


Why did Weasel 
Cross the road? 


jAjisee Ajseow 
695 pjnoo ays o¢ 


Don’t forget to put 
your name, age an 
address on anything 
you gend in. 


Fern Thallan, aged 5 


Helen Salter, aged 8 


THE CAMARGUE 


qe 661'd love to-join my fellow 
~X wading birds, the flamingos, in 
the marshes of the Camargue, 
’ anational park on the south coast 
‘ of France. This area is known for its 
birdlife and there are hundreds of 
different species either living here all 
year round or passing through to 
_»efeed.or breed. But the Camargue 
isn’t just home to lots of birds - and it’s 
_ Not just marshland either. There are 
a: ndy beaches with rows of sand ~ 
dunes as well as 


Se Px 


stretches of flat, stony desert and low,- fem, a 
scrubby bushes. Some of the flatlandis cn 
washed over by the Mediterranean sea, i y 

leaving a striking white layer of salt onits 
surface. There are also lakes and’canals, -” 
so with its wide variety of habitats, ~ 
the Camargue is home to ae 
of creatures from bulls to pugs. ; 


y 


Whistler’s Challenge: 

how many red.andplack™  / 
Shield bugs can yous<= © 
see on the land? ---- 
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Secret World of .¢ 


Thick beds of reeds You should be able to spot eight 

grow around the lakes Shield bugs hidden near the water. | 
and canals of the t | 
Camargue. They can 
reach up to 4m in 


The Camargue is 


height - that’s over famous for its ga WN \\ " 
twice the height of wild, white e “\\ ; 
a man. The reeds horses which om * 


are used by the 


provide a useful ) 
local farmers ? | 


hiding place for birds 


" and many species to help round aie) pp | 
% build their nests up cattle. The horses i an i | 
\ \ among them. live in harsh, outdoor ’ 5 Al 
. conditions and are } 
‘ strong working animals. p 


) 


Herds of wild bulls with thick, shiny coats | 
roam the Camargue plains. They should be 
approached with great care, although in a herd 
they are more likely to retreat than to charge 
at you if you get too close. Sometimes old, [ 
lane bulls do wander from the group and will 
charge if they feel threatened. 


The Coypu 
The Kentish plover is a common bird is a large 
which isn’t too fussy about where rodent 
——S it makes its nest. It usually brought to 
‘ just scrapes out a the Carmargue 
= hollow in soft, from South 


SS sandy soil - but 
it has also been 

known to build its 
nest in the cowpats 

produced by the 

Camargue 

cattle! 


America. It measures up 
to about 1m from its head to the tip 

of its tail. The Coypu lives among reeds by 
canals and lakes, but often takes to the water, | 
where it finds plants and small water creatures { 
to eat. It is a good swimmer and has webbed | 
— hind feet to help it move swiftly. | 
\ 
| 


The large feet of 
the Purple heron 
help it to stride 
easily through the 
shallow Camargue 
marshes. The feet 
and thicker neck 
of this heron are 
clearly visible in 
flight and help 
birdwatchers to 
tell it apart from 
other birds. 


The Shield bug 

gets its name from 

the large plate which 
covers most of its 

body. There are many 
different types of Shield 
bug found throughout the 
world, but not all of them are as brightly 
coloured as this one. While some species of 
Shield bug only eat plants, others will also 
suck out the insides of soft-skinned insects. 


Discovering Nature ae 
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SMELLS GOOD 


I might not be a wonderful weaseldog but I do have a 
great sense of smell. And there’s nothing | like doing 
more than bounding along a beach or across a meadow 
taking in the wonderful smells in the air. Here are some 
ways to bring fresh smells into your home. 


ee 
MINTY MOMENTS 


Mint is one of the strongest-smelling 
plants. It’s good to eat, too. This recipe 
is for a tasty minty yoghurt called raita, 
which is often eaten in India. 


You will need: 

plain yoghurt, bunch of mint 

(grown in a pot or bought 

from a supermarket), spoon, 
serving bowl. 


1 Take the mint leaves 
off their stalks, Throw the 
stalks away and tear the 
leaves into small pieces. 

As you tear them, they will \ WD 
release a wonderful scent! XN 


2 Stir the mint into the 
yoghurt and chill it in the 
fridge for half an hour. 
Then it's ready to eat! 


You could add chopped cucumber 
or chopped onion to make your 
raita into a tasty barbecue dip. To 
make it richer, replace the yoghurt 
with soured cream. 


Dribble your raita on to 
baked potatoes, stir it 
into soups or eat it 


ANIMALS AND SMELLS 


Cats love 
call the smell of a herby 


5 


Have fresh mint to use 
every day by growing 
it in a pot. Keep it ona 
sunny windowsill and 
water it regularly. 
It will sprout up 
every spring. 


better! Try these ideas. 


Line the bottom of a bowl with 
mint leaves. Make some jelly 
from a packet mixture and pour 
it gently into the bowl. When the 
jelly has set, turn it out so that 
the leaves are on top. 


PREW! 


Here’s a clever way 
to draw a pongy 
cartoon smell! 


Draw wiggly ‘stink’ lines 
coming up from a smelly 

object such as an old fish 
or a piece of cheese. 


“Oo Beas 
4 595) we) ») be 


Add a few small flies 
buzzing around it. Flies 
love smelly food! 


FRAGRANT FOOD 


Make food smell, taste and look extra 
good by adding herbs. You can use 
dried herbs, but fresh ones smell 


Sprinkle herbs inside 
a sandwich - try 

cheese with chives 
or chicken with 
tarragon. 


Use a cinnamon stick 
to stir hot drinking 
chocolate. Stand the 
stick in the cup and let 
the flavour seep out. 


o> 


The next time rice is 


dries. You can use cinnamon to flavour 
drinks and food or just to scent a room. 


To make a present, criss-cross a ribbon or a pretty strip of 
material around two cinnamon sticks. Tie on a gift tag with 
a short recipe written on it. 


“You will need: 


cooked for your dinner, 
put some herb leaves 


parsley, mint or thyme. 


Cinnamon is a sweet-smelling spice that we use 
as. sticks or as a powder. It is actually the inner 
bark of a tree grown in Sri Lanka. When the bark aie 
is peeled off, it turns brown and curls up as it ; 


Tie two cinnamon 
sticks togther with 
a pretty ribbon and 
hang them up in 
your kitchen or 
bathroom. ¢ 


4 . grassy green background, 
fh pale at the top and darker 


“"a*" at the bottom. Put a line 
of blue sky along the 
very top. 


poster paints (normal thickness for the background, 
slightly thicker and drier for the flowers), one stiff 

H and one normal paintbrush, paper, newspaper to go 
inte the saucepan: Thy = ie underneath your painting, palette to mix ee in, 

a overall, perfume spray. 


4 Start by painting a 


2 When the background 
is completely dry, paint 
yellow sunflowers and red 
poppies on top of it. Put 
big flowers at the bottom 
and small dots for 
flowers at the top, 
so the field reaches 
into the distance. 


3 While the flowers are 
still wet, use a stippling 
effect (painting in dots) 
to finish them off. With 
the stiff brush, dab on 
tiny dots of brown paint 
for the middle of the 
sunflowers and black for 


the middle of the poppies. 


4 Paint lines of tiny 
mauve dots to look 
like lavender flowers. 
Paint solid green lines 
for the flower stalks. 


* PERFUNE picture | 


Paint your own field of sweet-smelling 

flowers and put it in your room. You'll 
2 be able to keep your picture a lot 
* longer than a vase of fresh flowers! 


5 When your painting is completely dry, 
ask an adult to spray it with perfume to make 
it smell nice. 


Hang your painting 
up and imagine 
you’re sitting ina 
field full of fragrant 
summer flowers! 
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DOWN AT THE POND — 


WORDSEARCH 
The names of eleven 
creatures are hidden in 
the wordsearch. Some 
are characters from 


It was an exceptionally hot day — even for July. Bully leapt into the air with fright and landed Farthing Wood and 
“Shadow, shall we take a stroll down to the with a splash in the pond. The other animals others are not. Can 

pond?” asked Hurkel. around the pond laughed, but the rats dashed you find them all? 
“What a good idea!” replied Shadow. “Perhaps away in terror. : : 

if | dip my paws in the water it will help to cool “Badger alert! Badger alert!” they cried, as they 

me down a bit.” tumbled over one another trying to escape. 
Together they walked slowly down to the pond. “Thanks, Hurkel and Shadow,” the animals said, 


But before they reached it, they could hear the jumping back into the water, “that certainly 
sounds of creatures splashing in the water. As scared them off!” 
they got closer, they could see that the rats had 
taken over the pond. Spike, Brat and Bully were 
making a lot of noise and chasing everyone else 
out of the water. The animals were just sitting on 
the edge watching, while the rats fooled about 
and had a good time. 

Shadow was eager to put her paws into the 
cool water, but Hurkel had a better idea. 

“Why don’t we wait behind this bush and give 
those rats a really scary surprise?” he said. 

So they waited until Bully came 
near to them to them and _ 
then jumped out from -_6C°° 
behind the bush. 


RARE FISH 
How many fish 
with five stripes can 
you see swimming 

in the pond? 


HIDING RATS 
Can you find 
the five rats 
hiding from 
the badgers? 


Puzzle if out 


CROSSING THE RIVER 


Can you solve the riddle that.Hurkel 
asked Shadow? 


A farmer wanted to take a fox, a hen 
and some corn to the other side of a 
river, but only the farmer and one 
other thing could fit in the boat at a 
time. The farmer couldn’t leave the 
fox with the hen as he would eat 

her, but he couldn’t leave the hen 
with the corn as she would eat that. 


How many journeys does it take to 
get all three safely across? 


>>> 


amy [f/f 7 


AWIMAL, 
BIRD & 
FISH 


All you need to play 
this game is a pencil, 
some paper, a friend 
and a good long time 
- a car journey would 
be ideal. 


4 Decide who plays 
first by tossing a coin. 
The first person thinks 
of an animal, a bird 
and a fish and writes 
down the first and 

last letters of each 
one. She puts down 
crosses for the 
remaining letters. 


@ The other player then can ask to replace 
any five crosses with the correct letters. After 
this, she is given one turn to guess the name 
of each animal. 
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- To make the game easier, 
the first player could say which 


ALL TOGETHER 


Most animals have a special name to 
describe them when they are together in 
a group, for example a pride of lions. Can 
you unscramble the group names here 
and then link them to the right animals? 


HOLAS MRWSA KOLCF GLEGAG DRHE 


of the three words is the animal, the 
bird and the fish. Keep on playing the 
game until you are tired or you cannot 
think of any more creatures to use. 


| /& Amigrating bir 
5 Awoodland animal that 
‘¢ lives in trees. 
6 Alarge fish with a 
long nose. 
7 Looks like a newt. 
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